Understanding My Second Grade Report Card 

First Semester 2006 - 2007
	Goal:  EA3: Students will understand the relationship of academic achievement to current and future success in school.
In order for students to grasp the concept of academic achievement, it is important for them to become familiar with the content of their report cards including grades, work habits, attendance and teacher comments.  Specific instruction will be provided for this purpose.  As a result of instruction, students will gain a greater understanding of these components.

	Results: Two thirty-minute classroom guidance sessions were devoted to student exploration of the contents of the second grade report card.  This was somewhat exciting since many students had never before really examined their reports and because second grade provides their first opportunity for “letter” grades.  Each student was given a report card copy to look at during instruction.
Impact Statements: Prior to instruction 39% of students responded “yes” to the statement “I understand the things on my report card,” while 38% were “not sure” and 23% said, “no.”  After instruction 83% responded “yes’, 17% were unsure and 0% replied “no.” 
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“I understand the things on my report card.”


	Program Implications:  Specific instruction produced a 44% increase in the number of students who indicated an understanding of the contents of the second grade report card.  Further instruction focused on the cumulative aspects of learning throughout the elementary grades.  Without this instruction many students are likely to fail to make the connection between their efforts and the reports they deliver to their parents four times a year.  Some parents will discuss report cards in detail but for those children who do not receive a thorough review, this instruction is essential.
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