
1 – Never assume that the “home computer” is safe. Keep it in a common area in the house where your parents can constantly monitor activity.  You should not use the Internet unless an adult is present.

2 – Never give out personal information such as hobbies, age, gender, birthday, address or phone number. These profiles can be a dangerous wealth of information.

3 – You should not upload pictures to the Internet. Any pictures posted to a site should be done so by an adult.  Make sure your clothes do not have personal information written on them (name, team and/or school). 

4 – Tell an adult (teacher, parent, counselor, coach) immediately if you don’t feel comfortable about something that happened on the Internet.

5 – Don’t overuse the Internet. Remember your friends, siblings and parents enjoy face to face time with you.
6 – Ask your parents to install filtering software. 
7 – Make sure that screen names and e-mail addresses do not reveal too much about you.

Example: Screen name H20skigirl indicates that the person is a girl and likes to water ski.  She is probably is athletic and lives near a lake or ocean.

8 – Never agree to meet someone you’ve corresponded with on the Internet. It is highly possible that the person is pretending to be someone else.

9 – Passwords should only be shared with a trusted adult. Friends do not need to know your password.
10 – Keep the communication lines open with your parents.  Talk to your parents about what you do on the computer and who you talk to online. 
Kid Friendly Search Engines.com
• KidsClick - www.kidsclick.org
• Ask Jeeves for Kids - www.ajkids.com
• Kidsearch - http://www.rcls.org/ksearch.htm
• Super Kids - http://www.super-kids.com
• Fact Monster - http://www.factmonster.com/
Additional Resources
http://www.isafe.org
http://netsmartz.org/ (Great for K – 2 students)
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/safechild.html
http://www.safekids.com/
http://www.wiredkids.org/
http://www.wiredsafety.org/parent.html
http://www.wiredsafety.org/youth.html
http://www.sbc.com/Common/images/safety/game.html
