Content for Handbook Folders:

Masons Cove Elementary

3370 Bradshaw Road

Salem, VA  24153

Phone: 387-6530     Fax: 387-6995
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Roanoke County Public Schools is to ensure quality learning experiences designed to equip all students with skills to adapt and thrive in a changing global environment.

SAFETY

Safety is a primary concern at Masons Cove Elementary School.  The school safety plan is updated annually and addresses everyday safety, as well as emergency situations.  We ask parents to support our efforts to provide a safe environment by reinforcing school rules with their children regarding behavior at school, on buses, and walking to and from school.  We insist parents practice safe driving around our school and drop off and pick up students ONLY in specified areas.

EMERGENCY CARDS

Emergency cards are compulsory because we need the telephone numbers of adults who can be reached during the day in case a child becomes ill or has an accident.  Please inform us of any changes in phone numbers or addresses as they occur.
SCHOOL HOURS
School begins at 7:50 a.m. and ends at 2:20 p.m.  Students may enter the school no earlier than 7:30 a.m.  Any student who must leave school early must be checked out in the office by a parent or guardian.  Please send a note if someone different is picking your child up early.  Also, car riders will need to be picked up in the computer lab in the main hallway immediately after the buses depart (approximately 2:25 p.m.).
EARLY DISMISSAL

A child may be excused from the classroom only if the custodial parent or designee comes to the office and signs the child out.  NO CHILD WILL BE DISMISSED FROM THE CLASSROOM.
ABSENCES
A child who is absent from school must bring a written excuse to the teacher when he/she returns to school.  Excused absences include personal illness, death in immediate family, and dental and/or doctor appointments.  

DAILY CONTACT WITH PARENTS REGARDING STUDENT ABSENCES
Because of the problems of missing/kidnapped children in this country, the General Assembly of Virginia has amended Section 22.1-258 of the Code of Virginia and reenacted as follows:  Whenever any pupil fails to report to school on a regularly scheduled school day and no indication has been received by school personnel that a pupil’s parent or guardian is aware of the pupil’s absences, a reasonable effort to notify by telephone the parent or guardian shall be made by the attendance officer, or other school personnel.  Masons Cove Elementary School will be in compliance with this law.

If your child will be absent, please notify the office between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  You can do this by calling 387-6530 or sending an email to lomartin@rcs.k12.va.us.

ILLNESS  
If your child has symptoms of an illness (vomiting and/or diarrhea) or has a fever, please make sure he/she stays home until the child is symptom and fever-free without the aid of fever reducing medication for at least 24 hours, so that other children do not become infected.  Please notify the office if a lengthy illness is expected and send a doctor’s note upon his/her return to school.  When a child becomes ill during the day, a parent will be called at the discretion of the nurse and principal.  The parents must see that he/she is picked up as soon as possible.
WRITTEN NOTIFICATION – AFTER SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS BY PARENTS
It will be necessary that you notify your child’s teacher IN WRITING each time different arrangements are made for your child after school (example: day care, transportation, inclement weather, etc.).  Parents are required to notify their day care of any change of plans.  If you plan to pick up your child up at the close of school, you need to notify the teacher in writing that morning.  PLEASE do not send e-mails to school staff indication transportation changes for the day.
BAD WEATHER OR EMERGENCY CONDITIONS
In case of bad weather, snow, severe storms, or emergency conditions, announcements concerning delayed opening or school closing will be made over the radio, TV, and Instant Alert System.  Parents may also call Roanoke County Schools’ information line (562-6000) for this type of information.  Please complete the form your child brings home indicating where he/she is to go in case of an early dismissal.  The teachers are directed to follow these instructions.

ASK

The After School for Kids (ASK) program operates until 6:00 p.m. each afternoon and provides supervised homework assistance, snacks, and recreation.  The ASK program is run by Roanoke County Parks and Recreation and can be reached at 857-5035.  In the event of an early dismissal due to bad weather, ASK will not meet.

FOOD SERVICE

Breakfast and lunch are served at Masons Cove Elementary daily.  Applications for free and reduced-price lunch are sent home at the beginning of the school year.  Please return the forms promptly to avoid unnecessary charges.  It is very important that all students eat a healthy breakfast and lunch daily.

LUNCH PRICES





BREAKFAST PRICES

Student Lunch


$2.05 daily


Student Breakfast

$1.00 daily Reduced-Price Lunch

$0.40 daily


Reduced-Price Breakfast
$0.30 daily

Milk



$0.50 daily


Adult Breakfast

$1.25 daily

Ice Cream


$0.50 daily

Adult Lunch


$2.60 daily

REPORT CARDS/CONFERENCES
Report cards are issued at the end of each of the four nine-week report periods.  Scheduled conference dates are:  
Tuesday, November 8, 2011


Monday, February 6, 2012
Additional conferences may be requested at any time by the parents or teachers.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

Students are to wear clothing that is appropriate for school.  Brief clothing, short shorts, halter tops, cropped tops, and “heelies” (shoes with wheels) are unsuitable attire for school.  T-shirts with inappropriate language or pictures are also unacceptable.  Baggy pants, which overlap shoes or drag on the floor, are unacceptable.  Students (boys and girls) are not permitted to wear hats in the building or color their hair in a distracting manner.  If a student’s clothing is thought to be inappropriate, the principal will inform the parent, at which time the parent will need to bring appropriate clothing to the student.

CHILD ABUSE/NEGLECT

It is a felony for school officials to fail to report suspected child abuse to the proper authorities.  Our school will report suspected child neglect as well.

ADMINISTERING MEDICATION POLICY ROANOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS
Roanoke County School Board’s policy for administering medication is as follows.  The staff at Masons Cove must follow these guidelines:
a. School personnel shall give prescribed medication to students only when directed by a physician or dentist.  Parents must deliver the prescribed medication in person to the school office/nurse in its original container with a written request from a doctor or practitioner.
b. It is forbidden for a student to carry medication on school property.
c. If over-the-counter (OTC) medication is required, it must be supplied to the school in the original container by the parent.  Written parent permission must be provided with specific directions for giving medication.

HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework may be assigned at the discretion of teachers and shall be in accordance with the needs of the students.  Homework must be requested by 10:00 a.m. on the morning of the day your child is absent.  After 10:00 a.m., no homework requests can be guaranteed for that day.

DISCIPLINE

Each student will receive a copy of Roanoke County’s Student Conduct Code and is expected to follow the rules and regulations as stated both in school and on the school bus.  The Conduct Code will be enforced by the Masons Cove Elementary School Staff.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Handicap parking spaces are located near the front entrance to the building.  Curbing at the main entrance is such that it accommodates a wheelchair.  Handicap accessible restrooms are available throughout the building.
FIELD TRIPS

Field trips offered to Masons Cove students will be designed to enrich and to expand their learning experiences.  The teacher will send a permission slip to be signed by a parent or guardian for field trips.  Students will not be permitted to attend field trips without official permission slips.
PTA
Everything the PTA does directly benefits the students at Masons Cove.  All parents and teachers are strongly encouraged to join and participate in the PTA.  Masons Cove PTA Meeting Schedule for the 2011-2012 school year is as follows: 








September 20th - Back To School Night

October 18th - 3rd Grade Program






November 15th - Unique Game Show (6:00 p.m.)






December 13th - Holiday Program - 2nd Grade






February 21st - Meeting TBA        






March 20th - Virginia Studies Program-4th & 5th Grade






April 17th - Kindergarten/1st Grade Program 






May 15th  - Installation of Officers/Volunteer Reception
***All meetings will fall on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

VOLUNTEERS

School volunteers must sign in and pick up a nametag each time they work in the school.  The purpose of this is for us to be able to locate the volunteer in case of an emergency, to account for personnel in the building, and to keep a record of volunteers for the PTA.

VISITATION

We welcome parents and visitors to Masons Cove.  We hope that parents will feel free to call or come visit us anytime and especially if any questions arise as to your child’s welfare or school progress.  Our phone number is 387-6530.  All parents and visitors must report to the office when visiting the school at which time they will be given a visitor’s nametag.  If you need to see your child, he/she will be called to the office.  This is necessary for the safety and protection of your child and to cut down on classroom disruptions.

TELEPHONE USE

Students are encouraged to be responsible for bringing all necessary items with them to school each day.  Therefore, students will not be allowed to use the telephone without permission from their teachers.  Cell phones are not necessary in elementary school.

SCHOOL PARTIES

Birthday parties for children are not permitted in school.  If you wish to furnish a small treat for the class on your child’s birthday, please make arrangements with the teacher before the appointed day.  Room mothers give parties on certain holidays for the students.

PRIVATE PARTIES – INVITATIONS

It is not permissible for teachers, parents, or students to hand out invitations to private (birthday, etc.) parties during the school year UNLESS every child in the class receives one.

THIS FOLDER IS PROVIDED BY MASONS COVE SCA
DISCLAIMER

Roanoke County Public Schools does not discriminate with regard to race, color, national origin, sex, or handicapping condition in an educational and/or employment policy or practice.  Questions and/or complaints should be addressed to the Assistant Superintendent of Administration/Title IX Coordinator at (540) 562-3900 extension 182.
