SIMf

Strategic Instruction Model

Content
Enhancement

The teaching routines described here have been successfully field fested
in general education classrooms characterized by significant academic
diversity. The classes confained students judged to be at risk for academic
school failure as well as students judged to have learning disabilities.
Research has demonstrated that consistent and explicit instruction and

use of each routine is a key ingredient for instructional success.

The research took place in public schools, primar-
ily in middle and high school settings, and the rou-
tines were field tested by teachers. '

The routines were designed for use during group
instruction to help a teacher provide instruction
more sensitive to the learning needs of individu-
als in the group. A combination of instructional
models involving general education teachers and
special education teachers, individually and col-
laboratively, have been successfully tested. All
of the routines are taught using a standard set of
instructional procedures, which define the neces-
sary instructional conditions needed regardless of
where the routine is used,

ROUTINES FOR PLANNING &
LEADING LEARNING

* The Course Organizer Routine is used to plan
courses around essential learning and critical con-
cepts. The teacher uses the routine to introduce the
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course and the rituals that will be used throughout
the course. The teacher then uses this framework
throughout the year to maintain the big ideas and
rituals. Research showed that the use of the Course
Organizer Routine helps teachers and students keep
the big ideas in mind and focus their attention to
understand important relationships. Instruction
results in Jearning more about the big picture and
less in trying to cover large amounts of informa-
tion. Teachers using the routine spent more time
introducing major course ideas, concepts, themes,
and routines to students than did the comparison
teachers who did not learn the routine. Students
with LD answered an average of three “big idea”
course questions correctly at the beginning of the
year. Students with LD in the class that used the
Course Organizer answered correctly an average of
eight “big idea” questions by the end of the course
while students with LD in the class that did not use
the Course Organizer answered only an average of
four of the “big idea” questions correctly.

www.kucrl.org/sim
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THE THE CRDER ROUTINE
FRAMING ROUTINE

son students during the posttest, even though com-
parison students, on average, earned more points
during the pretest. Average gains for students with
LD in the ORDER classes also were greater than
those of students in comparison classes.

* The Survey Routine provides an overview of a
reading assignment when students are having dif-
ficulty reading and sorting out information from
inconsiderate text. Research has shown that stu-
dents with LD and other low-achieving students as
well as average- and high-achieving students cor-
rectly answered an average of 10 percent to 15 per-
cent more of their test questions when the Survey
Routine was used than when the Survey Routine was
not used.

ROUTINES FOR TEACHING
CONCEPTS

* The Concept Anchoring Routine is used to intro-
duce and anchor a new concept to a concept that
is already familiar to students. In research stud-
ies with students in secondary science and social
studies classes, high-achieving, average-achieving,
and low-achieving students (including those with
learning disabilities) who had been taught with the
Concept Anchoring Routine correctly answered more
test questions than students who had not received
the routine instruction. Students with LD taught
with the Concept Anchoring Routine scored an aver-
age of 25 percentage points higher than those who
were not taught with the routine. Low-achieving,
average-achieving, and high-achieving students
taught with the Concept Anchoring Routine scored
averages of 27, 19, and 7 percentage points higher
than their respective groups that were not taught
with the routine.

THE THE
SURVEY CONCEPT ANCHORING
NE

ROUTINE AOUT:

s

* The Concept Comparison Routine is used to
help students compare and conirast key concepts.
Research with students enrolled in general second-
ary science and social studies classes showed that
students correctly answered substantially more
test questions related to information that had been
presented through the use of the routine than test
questions related to information presented using
traditional teaching methods, Students with LD and
other low-achieving students correctly answered an
average of 71.2 percent (LD) and 86.4 percent (NLD)
of the test questions associated with information
presented through the use of the routine, compared
to 56.7 percent (LD) and 62.6 percent (NLD) of the
questions associated with information presented
through traditional means. The experimental study
involved 107 students,

* The Concept Mastery Routine is used to define,
summarize, and explain a major concept and where
it fits within a larger body of knowledge. Research
shows that secondary teacher use of the routine
benefits the student in several ways. Pirst, students
scored significantly better on tests designed to assess
concept acquisition. Second, students scored signif-
icantly better on regularly scheduled, teacher-made
or comumercial unit tests during the enhancement
condition than during baseline. Gains by students
with LD (from a mean score of 60 percent to 71 per-
cent) were comparable to those of their NLD peers
(from a mean score of 72 percent to 87 percent) on
these regular tests. The percentage of students with
LD who passed increased from 57 percent to 75 per-
cent; the percentage of NLD students who passed
increased from 68 percent to 97 percent. Third, the
students took better notes during the enhancement
condition than before using the routine.
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