Exam Exemption Policy 6.16 for 2007-2008

The exam exemption policy revision was approved at the last school board meeting on November 8, 2007.  As you may recall, Roanoke County Public Schools elected to open its exam exemption policy to all students taking year-long credit-bearing classes.  This began in the spring of 2006.  This 2-year pilot study is an experimental change from the current policy of opening exam exemptions exclusively for seniors. The Roanoke County School Board is currently reviewing the data from the pilot study and comparing that data to the idea of keeping exam exemptions exclusively with the senior class. The review of information will continue throughout this year.  We will, in the mean time, continue the pilot study for the spring 2008 final exam administration to include all students who take year-long credit-bearing classes.  Contact Dr. Cecil Snead for any questions at 562-3900 ext. 10131. Exam exemptions are only available in the second semester to those students who:

1. maintain an A or B average in second semester to include the exam review sessions, 

2. pass the SOL test for that course (if it has an SOL assessment), and
3. miss no more than five days of school during the second semester (this equates to missing no more than three days in the school that utilizes block scheduling) to include the exam review sessions. Please note that school-sponsored activities and nationally recognized religious holidays do not count towards the five days of absence.  Otherwise, there are no exceptions, or appeals, to the five days.  No exceptions, to the five day limit, is a change in policy effective November 8, 2007 for the second semester of 2007-2008.  Therefore there will be no appeals process as in the past.
Please find a copy of the revised policy below.  You may also access Policy 6.16 at http://rcs.k12.va.us .  
Policy 6.16 - Pilot Program County-Wide: Second Semester Exam Exemption for Grades 7 - 12
1.
Criteria for Exemption 
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A.
Must be a student enrolled in any full-year credit bearing class.
[image: image2.png]



AND
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B.
Must have an A or B average in course for the semester at the time exemptions are 


declared.
[image: image5.png]



AND
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         C.       Must attend at least 95% of the meeting time for the semester up to the time
                     exemptions are declared. Students may not miss more than five days of school for
                     the semester at schools utilizing a seven-period day, and three days of school for 
                     the semester at schools utilizing block scheduling or blocked classes. Exceptions for
                     the 95% attendance rate include school-sponsored activities and nationally 
                     recognized religious holidays. There are no other exceptions and there is no 
                     appeals process.
                     Students with incompletes will not be eligible for exemption from final examinations. 

                    All students, including those being considered for exemption status, must attend all 
                     review sessions held for a course. (Students are still responsible for all work; must
                     maintain "A," "B" status through the review sessions.) 

                    Students taking a course of one semester in length are not eligible for exemption.
                     Students taking keyboarding or dual enrollment classes are not eligible for 
                     exemption. 

                    The second semester grade for students exempt from the final examination will be
                     derived by averaging the third and fourth nine weeks' grades. 
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D.
 If enrolled in a subject with an End-of-Course SOL test, or industry certification, the
                     student must have passed the corresponding SOL test or industry certification.
                     English 11 students must have passed both the writing and RLR SOL tests.

                    If the SOL score has not been received at the time exemptions are declared, then it
                     will be assumed for exemption purposes that the student passed the SOL test.
2.
Procedures for Exemption 

         A list of proposed exempted students will be submitted to the principal by the classroom 
         teacher prior to declaring any student exempt from the final examination. This list is subject
         to review by the principal prior to final approval and notification. 

        Exemption decisions upon teacher and principal concurrence are final. 
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