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The National PTA has made some changes in the Reflections Program for 2011-2012. The changes are:
-All entries and documents must be labeled. 
For instance, Artist Statement must be labeled "state abbreviation.arts category.grade level.statement.student last name.student first name"  Examples: va.dance.mid.statement.smith.mary.doc or va.film.mid.statement.smith.mary.doc
-Only one format will be accepted for each category. They are as follows: Dance Choreography: .flv, Film Production: .flv, Literature Files: .doc (if typed), .pdf (if hand written), Music Files: .mp3, Music Scores: .pdf, Photography: .jpg, Visual Arts: .jpg
- Entries must be enclosed in or attached to a manila envelope with a clasp.
- All entries must have titles. “Untitled” will not be accepted.
[bookmark: content]- Consent forms are required this year whenever others appear in the student’s work.



Student Entry Forms
· Each entry must be accompanied by a Student Entry Form, completely filled out and signed by the student participant. Students who have not completely filled out the entry form will not be eligible to participate in the program. In situations where the child cannot fill out the entry form or write legibly, a parent may complete the form. 
· Title and Artist Statement
Each participant is required to submit an artist statement that describes what inspired him or her to create the work and how it relates to the theme. The artist statement is mandatory for all entries in all grade divisions. The statement should not exceed 250 characters; there is no minimum length. The Student Entry Form provides a space for the artist statement; if the statement does not fit in the space given, it may be written on a separate sheet and attached to the Student Entry Form. 

Please ensure the attached document is labeled as follows: 

state abbreviation.arts category.grade level.statement.student last name.student first name

Example: md.music.mid.statement.smith.mary.doc
· Please type or print clearly in black or blue ink (do not use pencil).
Each entry may be submitted in only one arts area. National PTA does not limit the number of entries a student may submit, nor the number of arts areas in which a student may participate, but each entry may be considered for recognition in only one arts area.
All entries into the Reflections Program must be new pieces of artwork inspired by the current year’s theme and created expressly for the program. Artwork produced before the dissemination of the theme or created and used for another competition or program may not be submitted.
Arts Areas

Dance Choreography
Does the choreographer (the student submitting the entry) have to be one of the performers? The choreography must be the work of one student and must demonstrate both creativity and interpretation of the theme. There may be up to three dancers. The choreographer need not be one of the dancers. 

Can a martial arts, gymnastics, ice skating, or synchronized swimming performance be submitted as a dance choreography entry? A dance choreography entry may employ any number of diverse forms of dance and/or inspiration from many areas, including sports. However, the primary choreography must utilize some of the core principles of dance. The entry submitted should not be a recording of a demonstration or routine used in a meet or competition for any sport. 

How is traditional dance judged for originality and/or creativity? The modification of the steps and the interpretation of the dance are considered when judging a traditional dance for creativity and/or originality. An explanation of the origin of the dance and/or the significance of the choreography might be a useful addition to the artist statement when submitting a dance choreography entry that involves traditional cultural or regional dances. 

Film Production
Does the student submitting the entry have to appear in the film? The student must be the director, screenwriter, and cameraperson. He or she does not have to appear in the film. If any minors appear in a film, the student submitting the entry should obtain the consent of the minors? parents/guardians. The names of any persons who appear in the film must be listed on the Student Entry Form. 

Literature
May a student use unacceptable language in an entry? The Reflections Program makes no restriction on content or subject in the literature area. Students who are submitting entries created in a school setting should be mindful of school and/or local or state PTA standards for writing. Judges should be reminded that entries are to be reviewed for creativity, artistic merit, mastery of the medium, and interpretation of the theme. 

Musical Composition
May students use notation software for creating musical composition scores? A student may use notation software. Imported MIDI files or files from other sources are not acceptable. 

Photography and Visual Arts
May students submit computer-manipulated photos or visual arts pieces generated on a computer? The use of digital manipulation in the areas of photography and visual arts should be noted on the Student Entry Form, along with the software used. 

Can stained glass or jewelry be submitted as a visual arts entry if it is less than 3/8 inch thick? Stained glass and jewelry may not be submitted to the Reflections Program. There is no way to ensure the safety of such pieces through the various levels of judging within the program. 

May a student submit a bound book of photographs as a single photography entry? A collection of photographs, whether in a bound format or not, is not permissible. A student may submit more than one work, but each one must be submitted separately. A student may also submit a collage or photomontage as a single, cohesive, two-dimensional piece. Such a composite of photographs would be judged as one entry.

Reminders for the Entry Form 
In order to be accepted, the Student Entry form must be completed entirely and signed. The form must have the signatures of both the student and the parent/guardian, unless the student is 18 years old. If the student is 18 or over, only the student’s full signature is required. Entries submitted without the entry form or the appropriate signatures will be disqualified. 
Do not change the Student Entry Form. 
Student Entry Forms need to be on 8½-inch by 11-inch (8½" x 11") paper. Do not reduce the size of the form. 
The Student Entry Form is available in English and Spanish. All Student Entry Forms submitted in Spanish must have an English translation attached. 

Required Title and Artist Statement Each entry must include a Title and an Artist Statement. The purpose of this statement is for the child to explain how the entry relates to, embodies, or is inspired by the national theme. The statement should not exceed 250 words; there is no minimum length. The Student Entry Form provides a space for the artist statement; if the statement does not fit in the space given, it must be written on a separate page and labeled with the following lower case letters: 
Label the Artist Statement in lower case letters exactly as follows: 
state abbreviation.arts category.grade level.statement.student last name.student first name Example: md.music.mid.statement.smith.mary.doc 
Label the original signed Student Entry Form in lower case letters exactly as follows: 
state abbreviation.arts category.grade level.entry.student last name. student first name.pdf 
Example: md.vis art.mid.entry.smith.mary.pdf
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