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SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW

What Is Truancy?
Every parent, guardian, or other person in the commonwealth having control or charge of any child who will have reached the fifth birthday on or before September 30 of any school year and who has not passed the eighteenth birthday shall, during the period of each year the public schools are in session and for the same number of days and hours per day as the public schools, send such child to a public school or to a private, denominational or parochial school or have such child taught by a tutor of qualifications prescribed by the board of education and approved by the division superintendent or provide for home instruction of such child.
CODE OF VIRGINIA - Compulsory School Attendance 22.1-254

THE PROCESS
In instances where students are absent from school and “the parent is unaware or does not support the student’s absences and a reasonable effort to notify the parent has failed,” school personnel shall follow a truancy process.

The Truancy Process:

For purposes of this process, “legitimate absences” are excused absences for reasons of student illness, family tragedy, and absences for which prior notice was given to the school.  Modifications will be made in cases involving extenuating circumstances.
Students whose attendance does not conform to legitimate absences will receive:

· A letter notifying the parent / guardian of 5 absences.

· A letter notifying the parent / guardian of 10 absences.

· A referral will be made to the School Social Worker for that area.

The School Social Worker may then elect to do any or (if necessary) all of the following:

· Conference with the student at school to investigate reasons for absences (i.e., skipping, suspensions, etc.)

· Schedule conference with parent/guardian to investigate reasons for absences.

· Home visit to determine if non-school issues have contributed to the attendance problem.

· Request a letter from the Court Service Diversion Officer to the parent/guardian informing the parent/guardian of the court’s awareness of the attendance problem.

· Schedule a Family Assessment Planning Team (FAPT) meeting to brainstorm options to assist the student and family.

· Request a Child Study Committee meeting at the school to help identify the problems and offer possible suggestions to remedy the problems.

· Request a court intake conference with the parent/guardian, the student, and the Court Service Diversion Officer to begin court involvement and signing an unofficial binding agreement to address the issue of attendance.

· File a CHINS petition with the court (Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court)  requesting  the court’s help in addressing  the student’s needs in regards to appropriate school attendance if the student and/or the parent/guardian violates the agreement.

Court Hearing:
The court will advise the child of his/her obligation under the Virginia Compulsory Child Education Law and will be held accountable for his/her failure to comply.  Parents will be advised of his/her obligation under the Virginia Compulsory Child Education Law and will be held accountable for his/her failure to comply.

· First Offense - Up to $500 fine.

· Second Offense and Subsequent Offences - Up to six months in jail and up to $1,000 fine.

· Students who drive can lose the privilege for a minimum of 30 days and up to 6 months.

OPTIONS

What can students do?

· Pack your lunch and prepare your clothes before you go to bed.

· Set your alarm clock 15 minutes ahead in case of emergencies.

· Pack your book bag at night and go to bed by 9:00 p.m. if possible.

What can parents do?
· Call the school office if you have a change of address.

· Develop a daily schedule and stick to it.

· Limit television time on school nights.

· Communicate often with your child’s teachers.

· Volunteer in school.

· Model responsible behavior.

The Community

“Prevention efforts cannot be effectively directed by public agencies alone.  A dedicated community coalition of citizens, private business, and public agencies must direct a collaborative effort which draws on public, private and volunteer resources.”

(Colorado Foundation for Families and Children)
THERE IS A DIRECT CORRELATION BETWEEN GOOD SCHOOL PERFORMANCE AND ATTENDANCE.
If you are concerned about your child’s school attendance, please speak to your area representative at 562-3900.
· Northside Schools:

Deanna Bibby - ext. 10197

· Cave Spring and Glenvar Schools:  

Cathy Brown - ext. 10194

· William Byrd Schools and RCCMS:

Pamela Garrison - ext. 10191

 
Hidden Valley Schools:

 
Cecelia Jones - ext. 10192

	MAKE UP WORK

Students in grades K-12 are expected to make up all missed work from an absence within 10 school days upon the student's return to school. If the student does not complete the make-up work within that time frame, he/she shall earn a zero for work not completed.

Assignments made prior to an absence are due upon the return to school. Exceptions may be granted by individual teachers.

Teachers are expected to contact parents regarding the completion of make-up work in an effort to ensure that the student completes the work and meets the 10 school day deadline.


