English 9 PreAP
             Summer Reading Assignment 



Harper


** To complete this summer reading assignment, you must purchase a composition notebook. These notebooks are required materials for the course, and you will continue to use them for English after I grade your summer reading. 
Novels

1. John Knowles’ A Separate Peace

2. Homer Hickam’s October Sky OR David Baldacci’s Wish You Well

Assignment

While you read both novels, you must write journal responses in your composition notebook. These journal entries will help you practice the close reading techniques and critical reading skills that you need to master for AP English assessments. The pre-AP English curriculum requires you to comprehend much more than just what happens; you must work to provide written and oral commentary on how the author uses diction and style to convey meaning. This assignment requires a close reading of the text, so information you use cannot be found in movies, Sparknotes, or plot summaries.
Journal entries should be completed throughout your reading of the novel; do not wait until you are finished to complete your entries. To receive full credit, entries must be one full page in length, they must demonstrate careful thought about the novel, and they must be free from distracting spelling/grammatical errors. In addition, entries should include specific examples from the novel. Please quote passages in MLA format: 
“ quote here………………..” (Author #). 

For example: “There wasn’t anything for me to say to either one of them. We all had our jobs to do” (Hickam 299). 

Journal Entry Topics:
** Choose from these topics to complete 10 journal entries for each novel. When you are finished, you will have written a total of 20 journal entries on your reading. Please read through all of the options before you begin. Be sure to write the topic # at the top of your page. 
1. Character: Write an analysis of a character in the novel, and explain how the author gives you information about this character. Include specific examples from the novel that provide insight into this character’s identity and role in the story. ** You may respond to this topic as many as two times per novel.
2. Characters: Compare different characters from the novel to either yourself or people you know. Explain the comparisons with specific examples from the novel.

3. Symbolism: Write about the different symbols you see at work in this novel. Explain how the author uses these symbols and how they contribute to your experience as a reader. Be sure to include specific examples. 

4. Setting: Write about the setting of the novel. Explain how the author establishes setting using specific examples, and discuss your personal reaction to the setting. 
5. Striking images, ideas, events, objects, phrases or words: react to something from the novel that particularly strikes you. Explain why it strikes you and elaborate on your reaction to it. 
6. Summary: summarize the plot of the novel by referring to specific events that constitute the rising action, climax, resolution, etc. 
7. Style: react to the author’s style and use specific examples to explain what you like/dislike about how the novel is written. 

8. Key passage: quote a key passage from the novel and explain your reaction to it. The reaction may be personal in nature. ** You may respond to this topic as many as two times per novel.
9. Personal response: throughout your reading of the novel, explain your personal response to characters, events, or any other aspect of the story. ** You may respond to this topic as many as three times per novel. 
10. Theme: discuss your interpretation of the theme of this novel. What message do you think the author is trying to convey? What is the central idea or lesson behind the novel?

11. Notable language: quote a passage in which the author uses notable figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, irony, hyperbole, etc.). Discuss your reaction to this language. How does it enhance your reading of the novel? What does the author accomplish by writing this way?
12. Letter to the author: after you finish reading the novel, write a letter to the author in which you react to the novel, pose questions, and/or explain how the story relates to your life. 
13. Alternate ending: after you finish reading the novel, write an alternate ending. Try to write in the style of the author. 
** In addition to your summer reading entries, please write three entries that are personal. The purpose of these entries is to help me get to know you, so write something that will give me insight into your life and personality. You may write on any subject that you wish, but I’ve listed some ideas below in case you need them. On the first day of class, I will ask everyone to read one of their entries, so be prepared to share with the rest of the class! 

1. What is the one thing you want that you don’t have? Why?

2. Complete this sentence and elaborate: What annoys me most is… 

3. Write about something that makes you laugh. Explain why. 

4. Describe your perfect day. Explain what you would do and why it would be so perfect.
5. Complete this sentence and elaborate: My personal theme song would have to be…

6. If you could have one famous person over for dinner, whom would you invite and why? What would you talk about?
7. What my teachers should know about me….
8. Choose your own topic (www.writingfix.com has great ones!)
Assessment

· Journals/230 pts: due the first day of school

· In-class test/50 pts: the test will be designed to test your comprehension of the novels; completed during the first week of school.
· In-class written commentary/100 pts: written on a passage from one of the novels chosen by the teacher; completed during the first two weeks of school. This assessment will be timed, and students will not be allowed to use books or journals.
