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Mission Statement
It is the mission of Roanoke County Schools to ensure that all students participate in quality learning experiences necessary to grow, adapt and meet the challenges of a changing world.

GLENVAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Our mission at Glenvar Elementary School is to provide, through joint efforts of faculty, staff, parents, students, and the community, a positive environment where all are challenged by high expectations that 
WELCOME

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Glenvar Elementary School, we welcome you, students and patrons, to the 2011-2012 school year.  We trust that you will feel a part of our school community during the next 180 school days and feel free to call upon us as the need arises.  You need only to call the school office, 387-6540, in order to set up a conference with whomever you wish to confer.

As members of this school community we all have obligations that must be met in order to create an environment that will enhance learning.  We pledge to you that our part in this learning process will be that your child receives the best possible education.  If problems arise, as they often do, we will be available for assistance.  Students also have an obligation to give their very best in attitude, schoolwork, and attendance.  As a parent, you are an essential segment in your child's education.  Your support, cooperation, and attitude are essential as we work together to help your child achieve his/her potential!

This guidebook has been prepared with information about our school.  I hope you will take time to read this book and discuss certain segments with your child.  You will also be kept informed about our school through a monthly newsletter, "Glenvar Globe."

Have a good year!

Sincerely,

Danny Guard, Principal

Lisa Coleman, Assistant Principal

BRIEF HISTORY OF SCHOOL

The 2011-2012 school year marks the 52nd year that Glenvar Elementary has served this community.  Glenvar Elementary opened its doors in the fall of 1959.  The school site, a plateau overlooking the western portion of the valley and offering a beautiful view of surrounding mountains, has ten and one-half acres.  The original school contained 14 classrooms, a library, a cafeteria/kitchen and an office suite.  The 1971 addition included six more classrooms plus a kindergarten area and a gymnasium.  Our most recent addition (1987) gave us a new cafeteria, four more classrooms, and moved the library to the old cafeteria space.  Glenvar High School, built in 1966, and Glenvar Middle School, built in l996, are located on an adjoining sixty acre site northwest of the elementary school. 

Mrs. Gay Neal (Shober) became the school's first principal, bringing with her from Fort Lewis many teachers and, of course, the students.  Mr. Clyde Yates, Mr. Ron Hodges, Mr. Fred Dixon, and Ms. Shelby Thomason, have also served as the principals and educational leaders of our school.

Although this area is rich in history, which includes Indians, settlers, revolutionary and civilian heroes and forts, there is actually very little written history. The origin of the name Glenvar seems almost lost in obscurity.  One local resident, however, Mrs. Blanche Pedneau, a native of this area, contends that the name Glenvar is in honor of a local resident's daughter, Mary Glenvar Harmon.  It seems that in the early 1900's the Norfolk and Western Railway established a train stop here and needed a name for the stop. Since the Harmon family was quite prominent it was decided to name the stop for this young lady and, according to Mrs. Pedneau, "it could hardly have been called Mary."

The school today houses approximately 385 students served by 18 full-time teachers, a full time librarian, guidance counselor, three full-time  resource teachers, reading coordinator, physical education teacher, music teacher, the part time services of one part-time art teacher, and a nurse five days a week. There is also one pre-school class. We also have 9 classroom instructional assistants who assist the learning process.  Our nutritional staff consists of a manager and our workers. The custodial staff consists of a head custodian, one full time worker, and one part time worker.  A full time secretary, principal, and assistant principal complete the staff of 55 full and part time employees assigned to work directly with your children.  In addition to these people, Roanoke County offers supervisory assistance in all of the academic disciplines, a public health nurse, a speech and hearing specialist, a school psychologist, a maintenance staff, and other support and administrative services.  We have just completed our 51st year of service. We need now to commit ourselves to excellence in the goals listed on the previous page.  The assistance of parents is vital.

GLENVAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CALENDAR 2011-2012
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August 15-19

Teacher Work Days

August 19

Open House K, 11:30-12:30, PK-5, 12:00-1:00


August 22

Opening Day for Students

September 5

Labor Day - Schools Closed

September 13

PTA Back to School Night, PS-5 7:00 PM

September 14

2 Hr. Early School Dismissal: 12:05 PM – BREAKFAST/LUNCH
September 21

Interim Midpoint
September 28

School Pictures
September 28

Interim Reports Home

October 13

2 Hour Early Dismissal:  12:20 PM ( BREAKFAST/LUNCH 

October 11

PTA 7:00 PM

October 20

End of 1st  grading period
October 21

Schools Closed - Teacher Workday

October 26

School pictures – Make Up/Retake

October 28

Report Cards Sent Home

November 8

Schools Closed-Parent/Teacher Conference Day (12:00 noon-7:00 PM)

November 1

PTA 7:00 PM

November 23

2 Hour Early Dismissal: 12:05 PM - BREAKFAST/LUNCH

November 24-25
Schools Closed - Holiday

November 28

Interim Midpoint

December 5

Interim Reports Home

December 13

PTA 7:00PM

December 19-30 
Schools Closed - Winter Break

January 12
End 2nd Grading Period, End 1st Semester

January 13

Schools Closed - Teacher Workday

January 16

Schools Closed - Holiday

January 20

Report Cards Home

February 6

Schools Closed-Parent/Teacher Conference Day (12:00 noon-7:00PM)

February 14

PTA 7:00 PM 

February 15

Interim Midpoint

February 22

Interim Reports Home
March 
13

PTA 7:00 PM

March 15

End 3rd  Grading Period

March 16

Schools Closed - Teacher Workday

March 19

Schools Closed

March 23

Report Cards Home

April 3
             
PTA 7:00 PM

April 6-13

Schools Closed - Holiday

April 30

Interim Midpoint

May 8

            PTA 7:00 P.M.
May 7


Interim Reports Home

May 25


Schools Closed

May 28


Schools Closed – Holiday 

June 6


Last Pupil Day - Early Dismissal - 11:30 AM

NO BREAKFAST/NO LUNCH SERVED

SCHOOL PURPOSES AND PHILOSOPHY

Our staff has adopted the following as a statement of our beliefs about education as it relates to students in Glenvar Elementary School.  In sharing this statement with you, we invite your comments and suggestions.  Glenvar Elementary School seeks to aid each student, consistent with his or her abilities, interest, and educational needs to:

1.
Develop competency in the basic learning skills;

2.
Progress on the basis of achievement;

3.
Acquire knowledge of science and technology;

4.
Develop the intellectual skills of rational thought and creativity;                                                 

5.   
Qualify for further education and/or employment;

6.
Establish personal standards of ethical and moral choice;

7.
Participate as a responsible family member and citizen;

8.
Develop a positive and realistic concept of self and others;

9.
Practice sound habits of personal health and physical fitness;

10.
Acquire an appreciation of quality in the environment;

11.
Develop an appreciation for the arts; 

12.
Acquire a basic understanding and appreciation of democracy and the free enterprise system.

ROANOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS - STAFF

Dr. Lorraine Lange


Superintendent

Mr. Allen Journell


Deputy Superintendent of Administration

Dr. Carol Whitaker


Director of Personnel & Staff Development

Dr. Cecil Snead


Director of Instruction K-12
Dr. Ben Williams

 
Director of Testing and Remediation    


Dr. Jessica McClung


Director of Special Education and PPS

Mrs. Michelle Dowdy


Coordinator of School Counseling Services & Student Records

Ms. Rebecca Eastwood

Director of Elementary Education

SCHOOL PROGRAMS - CURRICULUM

D'Nealian Handwriting

The D'Nealian Manuscript will help students to move into cursive handwriting more easily.  The parent/guardian will notice a "slanted" and "curving" design in the lower primary grades. This method of teaching handwriting also provides a more natural movement for the hand and is helpful for left-handed students.   

Art

The Roanoke County Elementary Art program is designed for students in grades K-5.  These classes meet for forty-five minutes twice every twelve days. The art program is sequential and cumulative enabling knowledge, aesthetic judgments, skills and abilities to be strengthened.

Special Education Program

The Special Education teachers work with and communicate with children who have special learning problems.  They have an individualized learning program for each child.  They administer special testing   to identify specific problems. 

Gifted

When seeking to identify gifted students, a school system is searching for those children who by virtue of outstanding abilities are capable of exceptional performance. Consequently, those students who are identified require curriculum adaptations and/or additional services beyond those usually provided by the regular school program. Roanoke County's identification processes incorporate standardized and non-standardized data, which relate achievement, ability, performance, and teacher observations.  If you have specific questions about the screening process and/or feel your child's abilities make him/her a candidate for the screening, consult the guidance counselor.  He/She will direct you to a member of the staff for the gifted program if you have additional questions.  If your child is new to Roanoke County Schools and participated in a gifted program in his/her former school, your child automatically qualifies for screening.  Remember to consult with the principal or guidance counselor to engage your child in the screening process.  Roanoke County Schools also provides a program for artistically talented children in grades 3-5.  Screening for this program at this time occurs for third graders in the fall of each year and in the spring for fourth and fifth graders.

Counselor/Guidance Program

Guidance and counseling in the elementary school is developmental and is for all children.  The entire school staff is involved in the guidance program, which is planned to help achieve the following:

1.
To cope successfully with new experiences and tasks they face at different stages of their development. 

2.
To strengthen organizational skills and study skills necessary for educational success.

3.
To develop skills, attitudes and values needed for self-fulfillment, satisfying relationships with others and democratic living.

4.
To develop a positive and realistic self-concept and to grow in self-reliance.  

5.
To learn the skills of problem solving, decision-making, and goal setting.

6.
To help promote career awareness ( the importance of school and work. 

The Parent Guidance Committee promotes parent input about the guidance program and parent/community needs.

Library

The library is the instructional media center of the school. Books, non-book materials, audio-visual equipment and technology media are organized for us.  Students are taught and encouraged to maintain correct library practices.  They are taught the core objectives of the SOL=s mandated by the state of Virginia.  Payment will be required for any lost or damaged library materials.          

Music                                                          
Students in grades K-5 have music instruction 4 days for 45 minutes every twelve days.  The music curriculum includes singing, listening, creative activities, rhythm activities, playing rhythm instruments, of instruments, recorders, and guitars.  The music curriculum also features the use of technology and integrates the music curriculum with other academic areas.  The music instructor is full time between Glenvar and Fort Lewis Elementary Schools.   
Physical Education
Students in grades K-5 will participate in Physical Education with our P.E. teacher  4 days for 45 minutes every twelve weeks.  On the alternate days the classroom teacher is responsible for the physical education period.  The children are supervised during the entire period.  The children must wear tennis shoes for participation in physical education each day. Tennis shoes can be stored in classrooms.   All children are expected to participate unless a note is brought from the parent or a doctor.
 

Speech/Language

All children in kindergarten and new to our school are screened for speech and communication disorders each fall.  Our speech pathologist works with children referred by teachers or parents.

Technology

Utilizing the Computer Lab weekly and also incorporating computers with their class work with the teacher as a facilitator meet student(s technology requirements.  As a result of our very supportive PTA, our Lab has enough computers for each student in a classroom.

Testing Program

Glenvar Elementary School administers the following tests during the school year:

GRADE        

TEST                               


WHEN ADMINISTERED

3, 5                              SOL Tests in Language Arts, Math

May

Science, Social Studies & Technology

4


SOL Tests in L.A., Math, & Social Studies
May 

4


Stanford 10 and OLSAT


October


STUDENT SERVICES

Academic Awards

Glenvar Elementary School plans to recognize and reward the scholastic achievement of our students through participation in the following programs:

1.
The Presidential Academic Fitness Award.  Standards for this award are the standards as prescribed by the National Program. Fifth graders eligible for this award must have a 3.5 grade point average since fourth grade and meet Stanford 10 and OLSAT testing criteria,


2.
Young Author's Contest sponsored by the Roanoke Valley Reading Association,

3.
Spelling Bee,

4.
Reflections Contest  (PTA),

5.
A & A-B Honor Roll for Grades 3-5.

Competitors and recipients of honors and awards are honored at the time of their achievement, through public address announcements, the monthly newsletter and the annual awards assembly at the end of the year.

Bus Service and Safety

Each parent should have received a booklet, "Student Conduct Code," which includes safety rules for students riding school buses.  Parents are encouraged to keep this and frequently review it with their children.  Safety training on pupil rider safety is included in the school curriculum.  All pupil riders shall practice emergency exit drills at least twice a year.  If a child rides a school bus, we expect him/her to continue riding the same bus and using the same bus stop until a parent or guardian requests in writing that a change be made.  This request must be signed by one of the office staff before the bus driver will honor the request.  Students who walk to and from school or who are transported by private means will wait in a designated area at 2:05 PM and be dismissed at 2:15 (after the buses depart) to meet parents in the visitor parking area.  These students should also have written permission on file.  Nine county school buses will load and unload about 385 children daily in front of our building.  Other buses include day care buses.  To ensure the safety of your child, the following rules are needed:

1.
Parents who pick up their children at the end of the school day must send a note informing the teacher.  These students will stand with the walkers and be dismissed at 2:15 as the buses depart.  An aide will bring these children to the sidewalk that faces the visitor parking lot.  This creates a much safer environment from the risk of accident or possible kidnapping or abduction.  NOTE:  If you plan to pick up your child on a frequent basis (ex: each Monday, Wednesday, Friday), one note to the teacher will be sufficient at the beginning of the year.

2.
Walkers will be cared for in two central areas until the buses clear the lot.  They will be released with those riding with parents at approximately 2:15.

3.
If you find it necessary to schedule a doctor or dentist appointment during the school day, you need to send a note to the teacher stating the time you will be here to get your child.  You will check in at the office to sign out your child.  The office secretary will call for the child to meet you in the office.

4.
 If at all possible, have your child follow the same routine daily.  A note from you  will be  required for any change.  It(s difficult to tell a child he/she cannot wait for his mom or ride another bus because he does not have a written request. It is of utmost importance to notify the teacher in writing of your wishes should schools be closed early. 

5.
Students that frequently misbehave on the school bus may have their bus riding privileges suspended if they do not respond appropriately to warnings of the driver and/or principal.  Written referral of students by bus drivers will be handled as follows:                 

a.  
1st referral - Principal will discuss the problem with the student and appropriate disciplinary action taken if necessary. The principal will send a copy of the misconduct form home with the child.

b.
2nd referral - Principal may request that a parent come to the school to discuss problems with their son/daughter if needed.  Appropriate disciplinary action may be taken to correct the problem.  The principal will send a misconduct form home with the child.

c. 
3rd referral - Student's bus riding privileges will be suspended on a temporary basis for 3 days.  The principal will send a copy of the misconduct form home with the child.

d.  
4th referral - Student's bus riding privileges will be suspended for 5 days or permanently if needed.  Principal will send misconduct form home with child.

Fifth graders will be addressed more firmly.

Cafeteria Program

Pupil lunches this year will be $2.05 each.  Reduced lunches will be $.40.  Lunch tickets may be purchased from the cafeteria (not the office) by the week or month.  Weekly tickets (5 x $2.00 = $10.00) will be sold Mondays only.  The monthly tickets (20 x $2.00 = $40.00) may be purchased when they run out.  All pupils who qualify for free/reduced lunch will be issued monthly tickets.  A half-pint of milk may be purchased for $0.50 to go with a packed lunch.  Milk is included with lunch.  Menus will be posted in each classroom and cafeteria.  The menu is sent home monthly.   Extra food, including ice cream at $0.50 and up, will be offered this year.  When a student charges or borrows money for lunch, it must be repaid the next school day.  It is our goal to have as near 100% participation in our hot lunch program as possible.  Our cafeteria offers a well-balanced appetizing meal each day school is in session.  We feel that the cafeteria is one extension of the total learning experience offered by the schools.  Students have learned to like many foods (often otherwise rejected) because of the association with other children and the variety offered.  We encourage you to support your children in participating in our hot lunch program.  PLEASE DO NOT BRING LUNCHES FROM WENDY’S, BURGER KING, AND OTHER OUTSIDE RESTAURANTS.  ELEMENTARY AGE CHILDREN  HAVE DIFFICULTY UNDERSTANTING WHEY THEY CANNOT   HAVE THE SAME LUNCH.
Breakfast Program - We offer a breakfast program each morning for all students.  Free lunch students will eat free.  Reduced lunch students will eat breakfast for $0.30.  All other students will pay $1.00.  A breakfast menu will be sent home monthly.  Research indicates strongly that a child performs better in school academically and behaviorally after eating breakfast.  Students eating breakfast will go immediately to the cafeteria after unloading the bus.  Tickets are sold only on Mondays (weekly or monthly).  If a child is tardy, they will not be able to eat breakfast.  If we have one-hour delayed opening, breakfast will be served. If we have a two-hour delayed opening, breakfast will not be served. Students are not allowed to charge breakfast.  
Health Screening

Vision - PTA members provide vision screening for students in K and 3rd grade.  Public health nurses rescreen those students who fail the first screening, send notices home, follow-up as indicated, and make an end of the year report.

Hearing ( PTA members provide hearing screening for students in K and 3rd grade.  Speech pathologists rescreen those students who fail the first screening, send notices home, provide follow-up as indicated, and make an end of the year report.

Speech, Voice and Language - Speech pathologists provide speech, voice and language screening for kindergarten students.  The speech pathologists also provide appropriate follow-up and referral of students who fail this screening. 

Fine and Gross Motor Function - Classroom teachers provide fine motor screening for students in kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades.  The physical education teacher provides gross motor screening for these students.

Lost and Found

Articles found should be turned into the office.  Parents should sew names in all clothing and mark other articles if at all possible.  Articles not claimed within a reasonable time will be given to Goodwill, Inc.

Student Insurance

Voluntary student accident insurance will be provided by The Young Group through Sentry Life Insurance Company.  Enrollment will be done on-line.  All information will be posted on the Roanoke County Schools Finance website and flyers will be sent home by your child.
Student Supplies

Refer to School Supplies K-5 on next page.

STUDENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
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Absences and Tardies

The Roanoke County School Attendance Law requires the regular attendance of all children who are not physically or mentally incapacitated.  Each day's absence must be accounted for under the compulsory attendance law by written excuses from parents that state the reason for the absence in order to be valid.  Excused absences include:  (1) personal illness, (2) illness in the family which requires that the pupil miss school, (3) death in the family, (4) involuntary court appearance, and (5) dental and doctor appointments.  The principal may excuse students from school for reasons other than those listed above, if appropriate.

If parents decide to remove their children from school to go on vacation, they must assume the responsibility for any missed class work, tests, and assignments.  Teachers may suggest projected page numbers and units that will be covered.  They will also hold work sheets and assignments during the course of the absence. It is up to the child to promptly complete these and return them. Unit tests, level tests, or other tests will be made up at the teacher's discretion.

Students who have dental or doctor appointments during the school day should be present in school that portion of the day not involved with the appointment.  A note requesting release for the child to be picked up and stating in whose custody he will be (if other than the parent) should be brought to the office for approval.  All students who leave early must be signed out at their time of departure.  A special computer for sign-out is located in the office. Tardiness to class and/or school is detrimental to the educational progress of students.  Schools will take appropriate steps that may include making up time, parental conferences, and/or suspension in an effort to encourage punctuality.  All students who are tardy must report to the office before going to their classroom.  Our tardy bell rings at 7:55 a.m.  The students must be in their classroom before the tardy bell rings to be counted not tardy.  Students who are tardy to school will not be allowed to purchase ice cream or eat breakfast.  This helps prevent interruption of the instructional time.  Please call the office at 387-6540 as early as possible when your child is absent or you can leave a message on the answer machine.  Regular attendance is essential for maximum academic progress.  

Certificates will be awarded to those students who have 5 or fewer absences and 5 or less tardies.
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Accidents or Serious Illness

If your child is seriously hurt, we call the rescue squad and then the parent.  Parents must fill out emergency cards.  This information will tell us who to call in an emergency and also authorize a neighbor or relative to assume temporary care of students if the parent cannot be reached.  Parents are responsible for keeping the school informed of any changes in this information.
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Class Parties

Listed below is the number of parties allowed for each grade level.  This number does not include the end of the year party.  PS-3 parties, K-4 parties, 1st ( 4th 3 parties, 5th ( 2 parties.


The teachers and room parents will work together as a team to determine when the parties will occur during the school year.


Snacks need to be balanced.  ONLY one sweet and then others can be salty, cheese cubes, crackers, etc.  (See suggested list and a drink).


ALL parties will be called holiday parties.


Length of parties ( one hour or less (exception: end of year party).


No take home bags will be allowed.


Teachers and parents must plan activities.  ALL room parents and teachers must communicate extremely well for the planning of each party.


NO younger or older siblings are allowed.

Birthday Celebrations


NO birthday party invitations can be given out in school or on the bus unless it is for the entire class.


No goodie bags.



The teacher will decide when the snacks will be given to the students.


Drinks ( bottled water only (only sipper caps).

School Snack Ideas/Party food

Apple Slices


Pear


Yogurt ( (Gogurt( Brand in a tube (Less Messy)

Plum


            Bananas

Pretzels

Oranges


String Cheese

Jello Cups

Raisins


Trail Mix

Fruit Cups

Pineapple Juice

Peanuts

Graham Crackers

Carrots


Celery Sticks

Saltines

Cereal



Granola Bars

Animal Crackers

Wheat Crackers 

Conduct

*All students will receive the Roanoke County Student Conduct Code.   Parents and students are to sign the last page acknowledging they have received and read this booklet.  This receipt is filed in the student’s cumulative folder.

Glenvar Elementary will continually strive to guide the physical, mental, social and emotional development of its students.  The cooperation of the home is an absolute necessity if we are to accomplish our goal.  A child must have consistent patterns of desirable behavior and opportunities to practice them if he is to be prepared for a good life.  Each parent should have a copy of the Student Conduct Code.  If it becomes necessary to discuss the problem the teacher will call the parents. If the teacher is unable to solve a problem with the help of the student and parents, a referral will be submitted to the principal or assistant principal and a conference will be held with the teacher, the child=s parents, and administration.

1. Chewing gum is prohibited.

2. Cell phone, playthings, pocket knives, sports equipment, radios, magic markers, or other objects that might distract from instruction should be left at home unless the teacher has requested the child to bring them.

3. Articles should not be bought, sold or traded at school by children or teachers unless they are school or PTA sponsored.

4. Students are expected to keep the building and grounds in good condition.

5. WEAPONS, GUNS, REPLICAS, FIRECRACKERS, EXPLOSIVES, OR ANY OTHER DANGEROUS INSTRUMENT CONSTITUTES A 365-DAY EXPULSION.

6. WATER GUNS, PLAY GUNS, OR ANY OTHER SIMILAR OBJECT WILL CONSTITUTE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.

Dress Code

Hairstyles and dress should be neat and not distracting to the class.  Hats are not to be worn in the building.  Pants that touch the floor are not allowed because of safety.  Halters, tank tops, short shorts, and mid-drifts (shirts that show the stomach area) are considered inappropriate.  Personal cleanliness should be stressed.  Hair coloring is not allowed.  Flip flops are not to be worn at school because of safety.

Clothing

General Guidelines:


Short/skirt length should be no higher than 5( from the top of the knee


Sleeveless shirts are allowed; however, shoulder straps must be a minimum of 3( in width


No undergarments, cleavage, or midriffs should be exposed


Safe shoes are required at all times (Do not wear flip flops)

The following should not be worn in school:

-
Sleeves with oversized armholes

-
See through garments

-
Form-fitted shorts (i.e. biker shorts)

-
Cut offs, torn or ripped clothing

-
Shirts with spaghetti straps

-
Tube/tank tops

-
Heavy or long winter coats

-
Pajamas

-
Bedroom slippers

-
Flip flops

Accessories

The following should not be worn in school:

-Heavy, metal chains

-Any accessories with spikes (jewelry, belts, etc.)

-Dog chains or collars

-Sunglasses

-Headgear including hats, caps, sweatbands, bandanas, wave caps, or scarves (except for religious beliefs)
Miscellaneous

Anything considered dangerous, distracting, or disruptive to the instructional environment is prohibited.  Clothing or accessories should not bear messages or pictures that are profane, obscene, offensive to others, or promote gangs, violence, drugs or alcohol

The administration at each school reserves the right to judge appropriate appearance.

Early Arrivals and Staying After School

Students cannot arrive at school before 7:30 AM or remain after 2:15 PM since there is no one on duty to supervise them.  Children who arrive at 7:30 AM will report to a designated area until the first bus arrives.  No student is to stay after school unless they are staying for a teacher and have a note from home.

Field Trips

Field trips are an effective means of enriching the instructional program.  Requests are to originate with the teacher and be made by the principal of the school on the form for field trips.  All school-sponsored trips shall be approved by the school board and recorded in the official minutes. Complete details of such trips must be made clear to parents and written permission granted. This permission should state that the parents assume responsibility for the child's safety.  The school board cannot be responsible.  Parents may not bring preschoolers on field trips. If trips are approved, the students are counted present at school during that day.  Teachers will utilize school personnel as chaperons on field trips.  Parents will be contacted if more assistance is needed. The teachers and administrators will determine how many and what  type field trips will be taken to meet the academic needs of students.  Childcare arrangements need to be made for siblings when parents assist on field trips.

Grading

The parent and the child have a right to know how the student performs in relation to his ability, in relation to established standards, and in relation to school and national norms.  In the Roanoke County School System, such information is made available to parents and students by a full range of evaluation and reporting procedures.  The standard testing program reflects the student's ability and his level of achievement in relation to school and national norms.  Conferences provide the opportunity to communicate in depth the performance of the individual student within the content of a particular class.  

In English, students will receive separate grades for spelling, English, and reading.

A.
Grades 2-5
7. The improvement of learning is the main function of evaluation; therefore, a letter grade should measure the degree to which educational programs have succeeded in helping students master material within the level assisted.  This material may be on or below grade level.

8. The proper function of a letter grade should be to assess knowledge and understanding and not for reward or punishment.  Attitudes, abilities, disabilities, and work habits may have a bearing on the level of the student's mastery of material.  The letter grade should reflect student performance as objectively and accurately as possible and be understood by the teacher, the    student, and the parent.  In reporting to parents:

A - represents superior student performance in mastery of material within the level assigned. 90-100
B - represents above average student performance in mastery of material within the level assigned. 80-89
C - 
represents average student performance in mastery of material within the level assigned. 70-79
D - represents below-average student performance within the level assigned. 60-69                  F
 represents unsatisfactory student performance in mastery of material within the level assigned 59 and below.


  

Kindergarten students will receive a Progress Report in the fall before the Fall Parent Conference Day and at the end of the school year. First through fifth grade students will receive Report Cards each nine weeks. Accelerated Reader will be required for every student (not K).  Each grade level will determine the points needed and awards. A child will have an optional activity if they choose not to do Accelerated Reader.  Accelerated Reader will be part of their Language Arts grade.  

Homework Policy

The purpose of homework is to reinforce or extend ideas presented in the class.  Homework does not necessarily mean written work; often it includes only study assignments and practicing skills.  It is important that pupils have a quiet, well-lighted place at home in which to work and a regular time set aside to do homework.  

Homework may be assigned at the discretion of the teachers and shall be in accordance with the needs of the class. It is very important for parents to consistently support the teacher and their child with homework. It is important for students to utilize their class time so that homework will not become excessive.  As with any concern, inform your child's teacher of any homework concern you may have.  In general, homework shall be assigned in such a manner that it:

9. Takes into consideration the availability of the student(s time, ability, and access to resources.

10. Follow-up to skills or concepts previously introduced.

11. Fosters students' personal responsibility and when appropriate, promote research efforts by the individual student.

12. Contributes to the ongoing work of any specific class in which the work is required or assigned.

13. Shall not be used for disciplinary purposes.

14. Makes information and purposes of homework assignments clear and specific so that the pupil can complete the assignment. 

15. Shall not be assigned for holiday breaks.

16. Shall be evaluated in some manner by the teacher within a reasonable length of time in order to emphasize the importance of doing the assignment and to recognize the student(s efforts.

17. Please call the office early in the morning if your child is absent and you are requesting homework.
    10.  Very often, a child who brings home a large quantity of work has not utilized their time during the                 school day.

Getting Your Child Ready for School

Establish a routine of daily living.  Every child should have approximately ten to eleven hours of rest daily, depending upon his age.  Before coming to school, be sure your child:

a.
Has bathed.
b.
Has brushed teeth.
c.
Has combed hair.
d.
Has been to the bathroom.
e.
Has dressed properly.
 f.
Has eaten a wholesome breakfast.
Teach good habits, including:

a. Wash hands before eating.

b. Go to toilet when necessary.

c. Wash hands after using toilet.

d. Use tissue when needed - provide your child with a handkerchief or tissues.  Teach them to cover their mouth when coughing or sneezing.

e. Practice good table manners - talk when the mouth is empty, eat quietly and at least take a taste of everything on their plate.

Plan your child's clothing carefully.

a. Dress him appropriately for the weather conditions.

b. Teach little children to dress and undress themselves.

c. Mark all caps, gloves, boots, rainwear, jackets and sweaters with the child(s name.  Wash these items often, especially hats, caps, and other items passed among children.

d. Encourage the child to remove boots and rainwear at school without being told by teacher.

CHECK YOUR CHILD'S BOOK BAGS AND CLOTHING DAILY FOR SCHOOL LETTERS, SCHOOL WORK AND RETURN REQUESTED INFORMATION PAPERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Medicine for Students

To protect the safety of all children from the misuse of medication, the policy of the Roanoke County School Board for administering medication is as follows:

School personnel should give medication to children only when provided by a parent/guardian and written parent permission and instructions are supplied to the school.

Parents must deliver medication in person to the school in its original container.  Prescription medication must have a pharmacy label that contains the name of the child, the name of the medication, dosage, name of physician, and time to be given.

If over the counter (OTC) medication is required, it must be supplied to the school in the original container by the parent.  Written parent permission must be provided with specific directions for administration.   (Exceptions to these regulations may be necessary depending on individual circumstances.  The principal or designee may only authorize exceptions.)

Mrs. Southern, our school nurse, is the person designated to keep and dispense medication.  Teachers will send students to the office at the appropriate time to take their medication.  The child in the presence of Mrs. Southern must take the medication. Prescription and over the counter medication should be brought to the office by the parent.  Students should not transport medication at any time.

Students may carry over the counter lip balm ((Chapstick() and use it without written parent consent.  Students in grades 3-5 may carry over the counter cough drops and use them without written parent consent.  Students should be discouraged from sharing these products with others.

Money Transactions

When sending money for picture sales, lost books, lunches, etc., parents could best avoid confusion, delay and misunderstanding by:

1.
Sending the correct change.  Very often we do not have any change on hand in the mornings.

2.
Sending each child with his own money rather than one child in the family acting as a bank teller.

3.
Making all checks (unless otherwise stated) payable to Glenvar Elementary School.

4.
Observing deadlines set for pictures, sales, insurance, school trips, etc. 

5.
Promptly repaying charged lunches.

The handling of money can be a good learning experience for your children by following the above guidelines.  By doing this it will also mean more time for teachers to teach.

Promotion Policy

Promotion or retention of a student is necessary based upon state and local requirements.

Elementary Schools
The decision of promotion or retention should be based on what is best for the individual student.  The relationship of ability, effort, and achievement should be considered along with chronological age, previous retentions, and other pertinent information.  The classroom teachers will determine retention or promotion. When retention is being considered, consultation with the principal, and certain other members of the Retention Committee will be utilized.

a.
Promotion (Grades l-8)

Individual student promotion shall be based upon satisfactory performance as follows:

(1) First - fifth grades - must pass at least two of the following: mathematics, social studies, science, and language arts.

b.
Retention
(1) A pupil may be retained if a final grade of *F* is received in language arts or mathematics.

(2) A pupil may be retained if he/she consistently works below grade level in language arts or mathematics.

Substance Abuse

The Roanoke County School Board recognizes that the use of alcohol and other drugs and the problems associated with it are becoming increasingly commonplace in our society and among youth. One's own chemical use or that of a loved one can have serious and lifelong consequences.

The Roanoke County School Board also recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and/or other drugs may be deemed destructive to him/her or to others, causing problems in daily living.  Where the capacity to make responsible decisions regarding alcohol and other drug use has been reduced or compromised, prompt and appropriate attention can help the vast majority of individuals involved.

The Roanoke County School Board recognizes that students often need education, assistance, and support because of their own drug use or because of drug-related problems in friends or family.  Many students will require support for their decision to remain drug-free.  Since chemical dependency is preceded by the abuse of alcohol or other drugs, the school system wishes to provide education and/or assistance to any student displaying signs of harmful involvement.

The Roanoke County Schools also recognize that a person(s use of alcohol or other drugs can lead to the illness of chemical dependency.  Complete recovery is possible, however, if the illness is identified early and treated appropriately through referral to community agencies.  Roanoke County Schools regard alcoholism, drug addiction, and dependency as it does any other illness or chronic behavioral/medical problem.  Our primary purpose is to be helpful, and to eradicate the judgments or blame which only continue to stigmatize those with such problems and make their recovery difficult or impossible.

The Roanoke County School Board believes that it is in the best interest of the community for it to take steps to promote, enhance, and maintain a drug-free school system and student body, and along with parents and other segments of the community it has a role to play in helping students to remain drug-free.

Whenever factors arise which interfere with a student's school performance, the Roanoke County Schools will mobilize its resources to address the situation.   Therefore, the Roanoke County Schools wishes to cooperate with all segments of the community in making the means of assistance available to all those individuals who develop alcohol or other drug-related disabilities.

Telephone Use

The use of the telephone by students will be limited to emergency situations.  This means that we will be discouraging students from calling you at home or work to bring something by the school that the student has neglected to bring.  This may necessitate the student borrowing money for lunch, going without their homework or not going on a field trip, but we feel that this will help teach more responsibility.  Parents should likewise limit their personal calls to students for emergency situations.  Phone calls during the latter part of the school day place an extra burden on the school secretary and interrupts classrooms.  Students are not permitted to call parents if they do not have a note stating they are to ride home on the bus with a friend or be picked up by a car.

PTA

Meetings

PTA meetings, for the 2011-2012 school year, are on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.
September 13




February 14
October 11




March 13
November 1




April 3
December 13




May 8
These meetings help to bring the home and school into a closer relationship.  Notices are sent home in advance of each meeting.  All parents are urged to attend and join the PTA!

Purposes

To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community, and place of worship.

To raise the standards of home life.

To secure adequate laws and protection of children and youth. 

To develop communication between educators and the general public.  Such united efforts will secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, and social education.

Officers

PRESIDENT





Candace Underwood
VP PROGRAMS




Debbie Kipps
VP MEMBERSHIP




Ann Franco
VP WAYS AND MEANS



Anita Anderson
TREASURER





Christa Hylton
SECRETARY





Michelle McNeil
COUNTY COUNCIL




Rhonda Smith
CULTURAL ARTS




Amy Geddes
FIELD DAY





Crystal Melton
HEALTH AND SAFETY



Becky Caldwell
LEGISLATION




Angela Meadows
NEWSLETTER




Michelle McNeil

VOLUNTEERS




Dottie Burris

APPRECIATION&



            Jennifer Harshbarger 

RECOGNITION

HOSPITALITY





Becky Cairns


l

GRADE PARENTS



Jill Higginbotham
GROUNDS & 




Kevin Smith

BEAUTIFICATION

Grade Level Parents

Each grade should have Grade Level Parents whose duties shall be:

1.
To provide a closer contact with the parents and teachers of each grade.

2.
To notify parents of the PTA meetings and to urge their attendance and membership.

3.
To secure help for class activities such as trips, parties, treats, and any fund raising activities.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Financial Drives and Campaigns

The Roanoke County School Board authorizes financial campaigns in schools that support the programs of United Way of Roanoke Valley and which run concurrently with the United Way campaign.  

United Way distributes money to thirty-six local health and human service organizations to fund their programs and services.  These are enumerated in their brochures.  Each school has the privilege of deciding to which groups it wishes to give its funds.  All school funds collected by teachers and students shall be deposited in the bank by the school bookkeeper as prescribed by school bookkeeping regulations. The Roanoke County School Board does not necessarily endorse the philosophy of some agencies and reserves the right to deny its advocacy of that group.

Conferences

Times have been set-aside during the school year to be devoted to Parent-Teacher Conferences.  These times are scheduled in conjunction with the first and second grading period reports.  You may find it desirable to schedule other conferences during the year as the need arises.  To set up additional meetings either with the teacher or principal, you should call the school office (387-6540) for an appointment.

PLEASE DO NOT JUST DROP IN ON A TEACHER DURING SCHOOL HOURS.  This disrupts the instructional programs and valuable class time is lost.  Conferences should be held before or after school hours. All visitors should check at the office first.  THIS IS ROANOKE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD POLICY.

Delayed Opening of School

The decision to operate or not to operate schools during inclement weather is in the hands of the Superintendent of Roanoke County Schools.  The Weather Bureau plus several spotters throughout the county aid the superintendent.  This decision will be made, if possible, prior to 6:00 AM - if school will not operate.  Local radio stations will have this information before the school does.  One hour delayed opening schedules may be announced at 6:30 AM if conditions look favorable for clearing.  When this schedule is announced it means that buses (both elementary and high school) will run exactly one hour later than normal.  Our school will close at the regular time (2:05) on these days.  Parents should monitor local news for possible early closing when conditions turn bad during the day.

ROANOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS INFORMATION HOTLINE NUMBER ( 562-6000

Emergency Procedures

Glenvar Elementary School provides its students and staff with three emergency drills in order to be prepared for emergency situations.

Fire Drills – In accordance with Virginia School Law, fire drills are held each week during the first month
of school and each month for the remainder of the school year.  Students are to evacuate the building in an orderly manner.  The Fire Marshall conducts two fire inspections annually.

Tornado Drills - Twice each year we conduct tornado drills. This in-house drill provides instruction and practice for students in moving to the safest part of our building.

Bus Drills - In accordance with the state law, bus emergency evacuation drills are held twice each year. In this drill, students are given instructions on what to do during an emergency situation. Students practice evacuating the bus through the emergency exit.

When it becomes necessary to close schools early, for example, because of inclement weather, we will observe the following guidelines:

18. Elementary schools will close first followed by high schools in approximately 45 minutes.  The decision to close early is made at the county administrative level.

19. Buses may not always be able to complete a normal bus route.  Drivers have been instructed not to let pupils off buses at any point other than their regular stop unless they are released to their parent(s) or have written permission from the parent giving other instructions.  We will send a letter to each family during the first part of the school year giving you the opportunity to send us this written permission.  

20. We make copies of your wishes and place one in the office, one with the teacher, and one on board the bus.

21. If weather conditions appear to be such that schools might be dismissed early, please listen to local radio and TV stations for such announcements about Roanoke County Schools.   Please refrain from calling the school to inquire about school closing.

22. As in normal situations, we will not release any child to anyone other than the parent or 
guardian unless written permission is presented signed by the parent.

All of the above plans and drills are covered in Glenvar Elementary's Emergency Procedure Plans in accord with the Roanoke County Emergency Plan and the Commonwealth of Virginia's School Emergency procedures Guide.  

Parking

Adequate parking is now available in the Parent and Visitor Parking area.  Overflow parking areas are just east of this area. Please do not park along the side of the road, along the yellow curb, in the handicapped areas or in front of the school.  We have no control of tickets issued by the police department.

Report Ctc \l1 "Report Cardsards

Report cards are sent home four times during the year from three days to one week after the end of the grading period except kindergarten will receive one report card per semester.  The level at which the child is working in reading and mathematics will be shown on the report card.  An interim report will be sent in the middle of each nine weeks for those students making D or F.

School Schedule Daily

7:25 AM


Office Opens

7:25 AM


All teachers present at school

7:50 AM


Tardy Bell - School Begins

2:20 PM


Grades K-2 Dismissed

2:25 PM


Grades 3-5 Dismissed

2:25 PM


Buses Depart

2:25 PM


Children riding in cars or walking – Dismissed

Children arriving before the first bus in the morning are to report to the library and await dismissal to their classes by a person on bus duty.  Please do not allow your child to arrive before 7:30AM.  Parent(s cooperation is expected and greatly appreciated.  The school cannot assume responsibility for children who arrive before 7:30 AM.
A TELEPHONE CALL LATE IN THE DAY TO DELIVER A MESSAGE CONCERNING YOUR CHILD'S ROUTE HOME INTERRUPTS CLASSES AND IS OFTEN MISCOMMUNICATED OR LOST.  PLEASE HELP YOUR CHILD AND US BY NOT USING THIS METHOD UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.

School Community Interaction

Glenvar Elementary School promotes interaction in the school community believing that parents should be informed and involved in the education process.  The school program is presented to the parent/community by:

23. A Parent/Student Handbook covering 52 basic areas of school-community interaction revised annually and distributed to all families in the school at the beginning of each school year.  

24. Parents registering children during the year are also furnished a copy of the handbook.

25. A monthly newsletter, (Glenvar Globe( is sent to each home at the beginning of each school month.

26. The Executive Board of the PTA meets monthly during the school year. 

27. The first PTA meeting of each year is centered on a (Back to School( theme giving parents an opportunity to visit classrooms, meet teachers and learn of specific grade curriculum.

28. Two formal and scheduled parent-teacher conference times are built into the school calendar 

each year.
29. A kindergarten orientation day is held each spring for incoming kindergarten students and their parents.

30. Individual Education Plans (IEP) for each student identified as special education are written cooperatively with parents and teachers.

31. Report cards are sent home four times each year.  In addition, interim reports of poor grades are sent home four times, making eight reporting periods to parents.

32. Results of standardized tests are sent home as available.

33. Teachers communicate with parents of children in their instructional care when needed.  Tuesday of each week is designated as the day parents can expect homework, tests, and class work for their viewing.

Traffic Flow

Do's

1.
Please enter the parent and visitor parking area when bringing your child to school in the morning.

2.
If you are just dropping off your child,  pull up to the curb as far as possible so that other cars do not have to pass.

3.
Instruct your child to enter the east side door.

4.
If you need to enter the building yourself, use one of the parking spaces in this area.  You will enter and exit through the front door.

Don'ts
1. Do not park in the handicapped spaces unless you have the proper identification. 

1. Do not enter the >buses only= area or park in front of the school along the yellow line.  A few of our patrons have received parking tickets ($25.00) issued from the police or fire department. 


1. Do not exit through the teacher parking lot/bus loading area.

1. Do not park in the bus lanes between 1:00-2:30PM.

Volunteers

We are proud of the many volunteers who assist our school each year.  We have continued to involve community volunteers in the school program in the following ways:

1.       
Our volunteers are now organized under the direction of our PTA Volunteer Coordinator.

2.       Our Resource Services Pool offers volunteers to help with:

e. Cafeteria decorations

f. Clerical help to assist classroom instruction

g. Judging and providing decorations for talent shows and assemblies

h. Enrichment activities for disadvantaged children

i. Field trips

j. Classroom art projects

k. Class programs, plays, costumes and props

l. Preparing bulletin board materials

m. Ground beautification

n. Book fair

  3.        Volunteers continue to help with physical screening, library services, guidance services, and grade   parents.

4.    The title "Room Mother" has been changed to "Grade Parents" to encourage more

  consistency across the grade level and to include fathers who wish to participate.

School Staff

Name







Position
Danny Guard






Principal       

Lisa Coleman





Assistant Principal

Jennifer Crouch





Secretary

Teachers
Jessica Akers






Kindergarten





Sara Anthony






Fifth

Jennifer Barger





Fourth

Chris Taibbi






Gifted Resource

Kim Booth






Librarian/Media Specialist

Staci Bowman






Second
Suzanna Chamberland




Second

Patricia Champion





Special Education

Missy Chapman





First

Kim Clapper






Kindergarten

Tina Coffey






Technology

Bonnie Dayton






Preschool

Shelly Dix






Fourth

Kevin Feazell






Fifth

Leslie Fitzgerald





Third
Colleen Gibbons                                                                   Third
John Gray






School Psychologist

Ellen Griffith






Physical Education

Kelly Henderson





First

Jodi Ingram






Special Education

Christine Johnson





Special Education

Dana Kelley






Kindergarten

Beth Letz                                                                              Third




Cassie McIlwain





Speech

Kerri Milton






Second

Irma Sanders






Title I

Amy Schirmer






Reading

Robyn Shrewsbury





First

Lindsay Serreno





Fourth
Kim Smith






Music

Kathy Southern





Nurse

Lauren Williams





Art

Bonnie Pollock 





Guidance

Instructional Assistants

Jennifer Crouch

          Teresa Hill

                 Michelle Pruett


Cindy Fielder

                      Marg Moran            Rea Auen                                                       Michelle Patterson
                      Lori Martin                     
      Joni Gilbert
Cafeteria Staff
Patricia Glass


          Julie Manspile


     Crystal Turman

 

Katherine Ingvaldsen 

          Betty Peters



Custodial Staff
Clara Bradley

                      Patsy Greenway               
     Linda Green
