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Dear Parents,
This year we introduced a new character development program called Bucket Filling.
Bucket filling is an easy-to-understand concept: 
Everyone carries an invisible bucket that holds our good thoughts and feelings. When our buckets are full, we feel happy and when our buckets are empty, we feel sad.
The children have quickly learned that they can fill buckets when they do and say things that are kind, considerate, caring, and respectful. They also learn that when they are mean, inconsiderate, uncaring, or disrespectful, they dip into buckets and remove those good feelings. Even the youngest child understands that actions and words can either fill a bucket or dip into it.  During this school year we are encouraging, reminding, and recognizing everyone’s efforts to be bucket fillers at home, at school, and everywhere they go.  Each classroom has a small bucket to recognize students’ bucket-filling behaviors.  As individual class buckets are filled, they are emptied into our school bucket in the office.  As a school we are working to fill our large bucket and earn a school wide reward!
We are excited about this new program and look forward to your support.
If you would like to learn more about bucket filling, visit the Bucket Fillers website, 
www.bucketfillers101.com
. 
Bucket Fillers offer a free weekly e-newsletter for parents and teachers.
T
hank you for your support and involvement in our bucket-filling efforts!
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Th
anks to everyone who made our fall fundraiser such a success – our great student sales force, parents, and Lisa Dixon for helping me out day after day.   Our cookie dough and beverage orders n
etted the PTA over $5300 profit!
  Thanks also for everyone’s patience as we work
ed through delivery issues.   (
If anyone would like any chocolate chip with walnut 
cookies,
 I still have several boxes…… )  
F
ort Lewis t-shirts are still available for sale in all ch
ildren’s and limited adult sizes.  
L
ong sleeve and tie-dyed short sleeve
 are available
.   Prices are $12 for kids, $14 for adults.   Order forms are available in the office and should be available on our website shortly.   You may also contact me directly
.
 
SAVE THE DATE
F
LES Winter Carnival
Saturday, February 11
10 am 
– 2 pm
We will have games, a bake sale, food court, and inflatables, so come out and beat the winter blahs while helping your school.   
Karen Brown, VP - Ways & Means
389-2332 –home
353-5090 - cell
ak_brown2@comcast.net
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Winter Holiday
School
 will be closed
December 19th-December 30th
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The HOLIDAY SHOP is returning to FLES!
          
December 13 - 
December 15
      
S
hop for Holiday gifts for your family and
 
f
riends!
Envelopes will be coming home this week, to budget what you plan to spend on each person on your list!
Every class will have a scheduled time to visit the shop and anyone who wis
hes to return on Thursday after
 
12noon can do so as well!
) (
An Artist Among Us
Local students were asked to submit artwork for Greg Habeeb’s  “8
th
 District Back to School” Art Contest.   Fifth grader, Willow Pope, was selected as a winner.  Her artwork will be unveiled at a ceremony in Richmond in January. 
Congratulations, Willow!
) (
F
undraising C
orner
)

 (
Jingle Bell Run
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A
s 
the holidays approach, you can purchase 
FLES Kroger cards
 to give as gifts, by sending in an order today!   If you give these cards as gifts to your family and friends anywhere in the US, they can use the funds and support our school as well!  If you wish to give a gift card of $25, $50, any amount, once you receive a card from us with $5 on it, simply take it to Kroger and load the additional amount that you wish to give, on to that card!
In addition to purchasing Kroger cards to give as gifts, there is an extensive selection of gift cards to restaurants and retail stores which you can purchase at Kroger, using your FLES Kroger card.  (Example:  If you want to purchase a gift card to Starbucks, load the amount 
of the gift card you wish to purchase
 on your Kroger card and then buy the Starbucks card at Kroger instead of directly at Starbucks
.)  U
sing your FLES Kroger card to pay when you check out 
will give 5% 
of th
e amount spent 
to our school! 
You can see how this is a HUGE benefit to our school, 
 
Make sure to have the clerk scan your Kroger Plus card every time you load and use your Kroger Cares card too….
YOU can currently get 4 times the points toward money off on your gas purchases
, by having the store scan your Plus card when you buy other stores' gift cards in the above mentioned way!
Please feel free to contact me, Tina Bourne at 
TBourne1@aol.com
 or 389-8955 for more information and more cards!  
Please be aware that the outer loop allows for two-way traffic.  
See drawing.
  
There is a new sidewalk that separates the front lot from the rear lot.  This is where car riders will be dropped off in the morning and loaded in the afternoon.  
A few things to keep in mind…
Please have your child ready to get out of the car as you approach the sidewalk.  Our goal is to get children in the building in a safe and timely manner.
Please work with your children so that they can get themselves in the vehicles and buckled on their own.  This will save time in loading.
All buses and daycare vans will leave the lot before car riders.  
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Membership Update
This year's membership drive
 
was 
a 
succes
s!
Our original goal was to have 1
00% membership (one PTA member per student in our school), which
 was
 241 PTA members.  
We exceeded that goal by a large margin.
  
Our membership drive ended with 275 members, including 30 teachers/staff
 
members.  Our non-staff membership is 42% male and 58% fe
male, so we are
 
pleased to see 
that both mothers and fa
thers (and other relatives) have 
joined.  Thanks for supporting our school!  If you have not yet joined the
 
PTA, new members are always welcome.  To join, contact our VP-Membership,
 
Barb Fraticelli, at 387-1255 or 
fraticelli@vt.edu
. 
One of the benefits of membership is a free copy of the student directory,
 
and we are just about ready to have those printed.  In this week's Tuesday
 
folder, you will receive a letter that shows you a preview of how your
 
information will ap
pear in the student directory.  P
lease review it to make
 
sure that everything is correct.  If there are any additions/corrections,
 
please return them to school by this Friday (December 9th) so that we can
 
start printing.
)[image: C:\Users\Brad\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\2J0TZ0T2\MC900279004[1].wmf] 
 (
The staff at Fort Lewis Elementary has formed a team that will be running and walking in the local Jingle Bell Run on December 10
th
.  Monies raised by participating teams in the Jingle Bell Run goes to the Arthritis Foundation.  The Arthritis Foundation is the largest private, non-profit contributor to arthritis in the world.  They have funded more than $380 million in research grants since 1948.  In addition they provide public health education, pursue policy and legislation, and conduct programs to improve the quality of life for those affected by this disease.  Nearly 50 million people have been diagnosed with arthritis, 300,000 of them being children under the age of 17.  Arthritis is the leading cause of disability in the United States affecting every racial and ethnic group.  Please consider supporting the Fort Lewis Elementary team by donating to this cause.  The link for the For
t Lewis Jingle Bell Run webpage 
is 
below
.  Thank you for your support.
http://jinglebellrunroanoke.kintera.org/faf/search/searchTeamPart.asp?ievent=478997&lis=1&kntae478997=9B11814FD5104A82B73B747CDB2106FE&team=4858488&tlteam=0
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Local Grant Winner
Congratulations to Melissa Cupp, first grade teacher, on receiving a $250.00 grant from the Foundation for Roanoke Valley!!  This grant is funded through the Community Catalyst Funds of Foundation for Roanoke Valley.  Mrs. Cupp will be purchasing a Math Family Fun-Pack Set for use in her classroom.  
)
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